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Transcript 
David Matson: 
You may be seated. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I don't know of a better hymn or song we could sing today than this, as it suggests to us what our 
objective in this coming year ought to be. I'm quite confident that if we will, in our own lives, crown him 
Lord of all that coming year will be a far more wonderful and joyous year than if we try to run the 
business ourselves. So it is imperative that we recognize who he is and what responsibility and privileges 
we have in serving him. I have a few announcements, two of them that pertain to the sophomore class. I 
don't know exactly why they're in the running today, but they have a meeting tonight here at six o'clock 
in Alford. A sophomore class meeting. And then they have something else. I'll read it the best I can. This 
writing is something like mine. So I might have some problems. Notice from the sophomore class. At 
kangaroo court this year, you will have a special guest. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Whose name is Ralph Fleming, the national champion rubber face man. All upperclassmen are invited 
for a real treat starting at 7:30 Friday night. Okay. Upperclassmen, I guess I get the message. I suppose 
the freshmen are going to furnish an offering. We're glad to have all of you here and trust that things 
are working out and you've got through the awful experience of registration and that you're in class and 
enjoying the assignments with all the reading, all the things you've already found to do. We're grateful 
to the Lord for the way he has blessed during the past months, a lot of things yet to be done, but we're 
grateful for what has been accomplished. We're grateful for these new buildings that are going up. At 
least one of them would have been finished if we had not had problems with the Flexicor [?] people who 
were on strike and we couldn't get the concrete for the flooring. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
While this is progressing, and we hope that by the first of the year or shortly after all things will be 
completed and these buildings will be ready for use. Until then I understand some of you are enjoying 
an old baptist custom of close communion. So enjoy it. It'll be a little bit freer, I guess when the buildings 
are ready. We're glad also for some of the improvements. I hope that you enjoy the fireplace. It's there. 
It looks nice. I don't know how it's going to operate yet, but maybe someday we'll get some things to use 
in it so we can have a fire in it. That'd be a romantic spot and a nice place in the cafeteria. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And of course you're all interested in the chapel. I'm encouraged by the response to what we've been 
doing. The chapel campaign has not been started yet, really. It won't start until homecoming. And then 
we hope to get a real go on it and try to get as much money during the next few months as we can. You 
might be interested to know what has been done so far as commitments and what some folks are doing. 
The trustees solicited themselves and they pledged over $28,000. That is not money that they're raising, 
but money that they're giving out of their own pockets. The faculty and staff and their committees have 
a total pledge of $10,151 and that's a real sacrifice on the part of our faculty and our staff in this regard. 
The alumni are working on a campaign that will be started in October. 
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James T. Jeremiah: 
Students assess themselves as you know, last year, $10 a quarter. And the giving on their part is over 
$18,000 to date. And this is of all the giving that we have here. To me, this is the most significant 
because you are concerned and you've shown your concern by doing what you did. And we deeply 
appreciate it. There are many men who are serving on committees across the country who are working 
on this. They're identifying and asking gifts from potential large donors. And in this case in building this 
building, we have to reach some large donors if this is going to be accomplished. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
There are going to be several meetings, banquets, personal contacts with churches. You will be glad to 
know that 13 faculty members already contacted 196 churches about this program. They've traveled a 
total of about 12,000 miles and they expect, and I think they have reasons to expect from the reports I 
have received about $100,000 in commitments from this particular effort. This means that we have 
about $150,000 already committed to this. And we'd like to have at least $200,000 before the program 
is launched. And then we can really tell the people that we've been working at it and we've 
accomplished something. And we're really looking forward to seeing the goal accomplished and the 
chapel built. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
We hope that this can be started soon. I can't tell you when. I do know that every month and certainly 
every year that goes by without starting this building means it's going to cost more. And so it's 
imperative that we pray and do all we can to see this chapel built. And I don't think anybody's arguing 
the need of it when you realize that this morning, the Cedarville College chapel is meeting in four 
different places and that's not the way it ought to be. And that we're not careful, we'll have four 
different schools and we don't want that. We want us all to be one family here on the campus. Next 
week, we're going to have a real opportunity to hear Dr. Charles Ryrie. Dr. Ryrie has been here, I think 
this is his third time on campus as a special Bible lecturer. He is a professor of systematic theology at 
Dallas Theological Seminary. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
In case you might get worried over that, don't let that disturb you because his theology will be 
understandable and you'll be able to be challenged by his ministry. Encourage people to listen to his 
message on the radio and you'come praying that God will bless in an unusual way as we meet for 
chapel. I've been trying to find some verse or some phrase. I worked on two or three ideas that I'd 
wanted to talk to you about. And I finally settled on a verse that you know so well in the 40th chapter of 
Isaiah. So if you'll open your Bibles to that chapter, the emphasis particularly of course is on the 31st 
verse and the first phrase. And I like to leave it with you today as a kind of challenge and encouragement 
and a help as you begin the new year. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
The word of God says "They that wait upon the Lord." I guess that waiting on the Lord is the most 
difficult thing that we Christians do. We are great at running and we're great at hurrying. And we're 
great at being frustrated when things don't go our way, but waiting on the Lord, that's something else. 
And waiting on the Lord involves a number of things. It involves trust. You don't wait on the Lord. You 
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don't trust him. It involves expectation. You don't wait on him if you don't expect him to do something. 
It involves something else that is foreign to many us too often, patience. And it involves commitment. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Now this phrase, this verse will mean a lot more to you if you will go back in the chapter and see God's 
description of himself or discover the God upon whom we're to wait. Our God is not a God made with 
hands. He's not an idol on a shelf. In order to understand something of what is involved in what he will 
do you have to understand who he is. And this particular chapter has several things that you ought to 
think about someday, but back in verse 28, you'll discover that he is the everlasting God. The everlasting 
God, the eternal God. Without beginning and without end. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And I like this because when it says I have eternal life, I have his life. I partake of his nature and my 
eternal life didn't begin when I got saved. It's eternal life. It's God's life. God is pictured here as 
sovereign verse 28. Hast thou not known. Hast thou not heard that the everlasting God, the Lord and all 
through this chapter are references that substantiate the doctrine of the sovereignty of God. Friend, if 
you realize that God is running the business, controls the events, takes care of all that goes on, it helps 
you to wait on him. You're not trusting a God who doesn't have things under control. Word of God says 
he's omnipotent. He is the creator of the ends of the earth. Well, if I wait on the God who created the 
earth and the heavens, and I have him at my right hand as my stay. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I have the most powerful person in all of the world and all the universe. Our God is not a weakling. Can't 
come to the aid of his people. Doesn't perform miracles on our behalf. Still does at his own pleasure, for 
his own purpose. He's self sufficient. He doesn't faint. Doesn't become weary. That's a satisfying thought 
to me. God is self-sufficient. Doesn't need any of us. And times when we get to the place in our thinking 
that God really must have gotten a bargain when he got us. Just a comment about his self-sufficiency 
will let us know that he did pretty well before we were born. The self-sufficiency of God, the 
omniscience of God. There's no searching of his understanding. And his graciousness verse 29, he giveth 
power to the faint. We are the faint, he's the power. And that speaks of grace to me. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Now I'll not take time this morning to do this, but I would suggest that you read that 40th chapter, 
especially when you need a little bit of encouragement and that you take these six or seven things that 
I've given you about the God of the Bible, the God upon whom we wait, the everlasting God and go 
through the chapter and find out how many other phrases in that chapter will fit under these great 
attributes. And you will come away with a study that will make you a shouting Baptist. Think of that. The 
God upon whom we wait is all of this. And he is much more. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Now I suppose that the true interpretation of this promise must wait until the millennium or till the 
coming of the Lord. It would indicate that in the first part of the chapter, and I'm willing to concede that 
this is true, but there are some applications for us today that I think may be encouraging and helpful. 
And I want to go on record as saying that the thing I want to use as an interpretation of this never found 
James T. Jeremiah 
Isaiah 40 
September 26, 1974 
 
 
Isaiah 40_9_26_74 (Completed  05/07/21) 
Transcript by Rev.com 
Page 4 of 7 
 
its way in a commentary. Nobody would be guilty of using it this way. So if you think it's unorthodox, it 
probably is, but let's hope it gives a blessing to you. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
What does God do for those who wait on him? What can we find in the scripture that will enable us as 
his people to face a new college year with challenges, opportunities, difficulties, and overcome waiting 
upon the Lord. They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. That means then that God gives 
victory to his people over weaknesses. We're weak. But when we wait on him, we renew our strength. 
We have many weaknesses. I don't know about you, but I have some. Physical weaknesses. Paul had 
them. And when he prayed for removal of the weakness, the Lord said to Paul, my grace is sufficient for 
thee. And I have a feeling that Paul waited upon God and found there a victory over this weakness. He 
renewed his strength by waiting upon God. There are material weaknesses. Paul knew about that. 
Philippians 4, 12, and 13, he said, I am instructed both to abound and to suffer need. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I don't recall a time in this place when any student giving the next verse as a great verse ever quoted 
that. The interesting thing that we quote verse 12, verse 13 of Philippians 4. Let me read it together. I 
am instructed both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 
What can I do? I can suffer need. Well, that's not so glorious is it? What we like to do is to take that 
verse of scripture, write it on our walls, in our hearts, and then go to the post office and see a big check. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Well, maybe one day, God is going to say to us, he's going to say to us, I have instructed that you suffer 
need, and I'll give you the strength to overcome the weakness. Wait upon the Lord and renew your 
strength. There is a recovery and a victory over spiritual weakness. Who is he that overcometh but he 
that believeth, that Jesus is the son of God. So the text says, but they that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength and have victory over our weaknesses. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Now, if you're here this morning, faculty member or student or staff member or radio listener, you're 
thinking about how strong you are, how sufficient you are and how capable you are. This won't have any 
meaning to you, but if you know how weak you are and how lacking in the necessary strength you are, it 
seems to me that waiting upon the Lord will have some significance because we can renew our strength. 
Well, it'll give us victory over our problems. Lord says, but they that wait upon the Lord shall mount up 
with wings as eagles. Eagles are known for a number of things, rapidity of flight, they're known for their 
ability to have keen vision, power of scent. They're also known as the champion of height among the 
birds. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I don't know whether they have built in oxygen masks or not, but they can climb to new heights. Great 
heights. Now, what's that got to do with problems? Well, here are a couple of verses that go with it. If 
you then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above where Christ sitteth at the right hand of 
God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. Paul again said, the sufferings of this 
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present time are not worthy to be compared with a glory that shall be revealed in us. Nearer we live to 
heaven, waiting on the Lord, the less significant the problems of earth will become. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
It's an amazing thing, how problems we face in life, around the corner, some that are across the river 
that has a bridge that we never have to cross. How great they can be. They surmount every blessing. 
Sometimes we can never find the problem. Some of you young people have come here with problems 
on your heart from home. From relatives. And what you didn't find in the the relatives the teachers will 
give you. And you're going to have problems of how you're going to make it. But thank God if you live 
with your eyes upon the Lord and you live in heaven, so to speak, the problems become a little less 
significant. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I think it was Polycarp who was faced one day by a king who threatened many things against him, said 
one thing he would do would banish him. And he said, oh, you can't do that, he said, because he said, 
the Lord has promised never leave me or forsake me and I belong to him. This is his world. And I live in 
it, I don't know how you can banish me. Well, that's all right. If we can't do that, he said, then I'll 
confiscate your treasures and your possessions and take all you have. He said that won't help any either 
because he said my treasure is in heaven and my heart's there and my treasure's there. And so you can't 
bother me there. And he was frustrated with the old man with some 80 years old and being persecuted. 
Finally, he said, I'll kill you. He said, you can't do that. I've been dead for 40 years. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I died in Christ and I'm risen with him. As you fly on the wings of an eagle, you keep your eyes and your 
mind and your heart upon the heavenly resources. The problems that are real will not be so 
surmounting when heaven is really your place of abode. Don't misunderstand me. I don't want you to 
be, I don't want to be so heavenly minded I'm no earthly good. I'm not talking about piosity now. You 
know what piosity is. It's a word that sometimes has only one good part of it. It's the first syllable. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
That'll take a while, but you'll get there. I don't think there's anything more obnoxious then a whining 
spirituality that talks about heaven to the neglect of reality here. I'm not talking about that kind of thing. 
But I am saying when we realize that we can mount up with wings as eagles, as we wait upon the Lord, 
these little problems that 10 years from now, you'll never remember, can pass into somewhat of an 
insignificant state of affairs. You'll wait on the Lord to have him take care of them. And he does. How 
many of you believe that? 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Well, all 200 of you, you know that soul. I think I had a good illustration of this some years ago, I 
pastored as some of you know, church in Toledo, Emmanuel Baptist church in Toledo. And when I was 
there I spent at least two days a week making hospital calls. The hospitals were located all over the 
place. And for some reason or other Baptists never cooperated when they got sick, they went to 
different hospitals. And that meant that we had to travel to see them. And we wanted to. I can think 
back to the days when there were difficulties and problems or financial difficulties, spiritual difficulties, 
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all kinds of problems. And I can remember the day when that city was a pretty big place and the 
problems seemed to be insurmountable. I remember one day we voted to sell our church and we voted 
to buy another one. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And the church that voted to sell our church decided they didn't want to sell and they went back on the 
agreement and here we were without a church, I mean without a building. That is something when 
you're facing a program and no building. I thought about those problems one day as I was flying from 
New York or Cleveland to Chicago. I heard the pilot say below down to the right is Toledo, Ohio. I looked 
out the window and I could hardly see it. Isn't it amazing what it does when you take the wings of an 
eagle and think about the problems of earth. They fade into insignificance. Wait on the Lord. Wait on 
the Lord and have victory over pressures. You shall run not be weary. Well, there's no pressure about 
running. Wait until you get 60. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I played baseball out in Illinois this last year with some preachers, that is softball. And I was amazed how 
much longer the baselines are in Illinois than they are in Ohio. And if you think that running isn't 
pressure, you read first Corinthians 9, where the word of God tells us that there is a striving and there is 
a running and there is a pressure, but it says they that wait upon the Lord shall run and not be weary. 
Jesus knows what it means for his people to be under pressure. He was conscious of the fact that they 
were running here and there serving, doing everything and reminded them that they ought to come 
apart and rest a while. There are many interesting things in the scripture. Paul speaks about being 
distressed, troubled on every side, but not the stress trouble, but not, that's pressure. Second 
Corinthians 4:8. Isaiah refers to a God who's a strength to the needy in distress. Isaiah 25:4. Pressures. 
Say well, you don't have any pressures in college. No? That's a freshmen speaking. Let me give you a few 
of them. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
You'll have term papers. They're pressures. Especially if you are given to the sin of procrastination. 
There's competition. There ought to be. There are athletic competitions and there are romantic 
competitions. They can all be pressures. What are you going to do with them? Wait on the Lord. And 
when you have to run, remember and wait, and you'll make a better runner spiritually when you do. My 
mother today is 90 years old today, and she has been given during the years a very alert mind. Her body 
is very weak, but I seldom go to see her that she doesn't quote a piece of poetry to me. She should have 
been an English teacher. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And some of the poetry I've heard repeatedly. And I don't mind listening because if you're alone, good 
share of the time and somebody comes to see you. I'm sure that this would be the reaction. Some of my 
mother's poetry is very interesting. It doesn't always fit into a biblical framework, but she has one that 
she quotes frequently. And I remember having it written down. It's not new. I don't think she composed 
it, but it isn't perhaps the way to face pressures. But this is a way. I get up in the morning and dust off 
my wits. Look at the paper and read the obits. I find my name's missing. I know I'm not dead. So I eat a 
good breakfast and go back to bed. 
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James T. Jeremiah: 
That's one way to face pressure, but I think it's better to wait on the Lord to get the answer. Well, one 
more thing, wait on the Lord and have victory over the commonplace. The commonplace. You shall walk 
and not faint. What's more commonplace than walking. Well some of us may be a lot of other things. 
Writing. But in Isaiah's day, walking was commonplace and it is quite common today. I think of the 
things of the day in and day out problems. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
The things that come every day that sometimes become monotonous. The problems that arise because 
of the difficulties of just doing the ordinary, just walking. Thank God there's an answer to that too. Paul 
said, we have received mercy. We faint not. One time this last summer, I was reading that verse and 
found that it has a very interesting translation. I don't know who gave it, but it's a good one. We have 
received mercy. We do not cave in. You may feel someday during the next weeks like caving in because 
of the commonplace and the ordinary but waiting on the Lord will save you from that. Paul said 
whatsoever you do, do it heartily as to the Lord. You serve the Lord Christ, wait on the Lord. He cares for 
you. Matters to him about you. Oh, is it not wonderful truth? It matters to him about you, babyhood, 
old age, youth. It matters just what you shall say, it matters just how you should look. We read you as 
clear as the day as a scholar who reads from a book. It matters to him about you. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
If you're glad, or if tears your eyes dim, it matters to him about you. Does it matter to you about him? It 
ought to, and it will, as you wait on the Lord. And remember when you wait on him who he is. Lord, we 
thank thee this morning for this chapel and this new year. We pray for each student, each faculty 
member, each administrator, each staff member that when the problems and the weaknesses and the 
frustrations and the pressures and all that come, that we'll be able by thy grace to look beyond them, 
above them because we are ascending on wings with the eagle. We are living on earth as a witness, but 
our citizenship is in heaven from whence we get the strengths that live here. Bless today. And the days 
ahead in Jesus' name. Amen. 
 
